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Direct Use of KML/KMZ Files
KML/KMZ files provide a means of getting geodata to
and from Google Maps and Google Earth.  The TNT
products provide a number of methods to create and use
KML files.  You can export individual objects to KML
and render single layers or entire layouts to KML or the
compressed KMZ version of a KML file.  KML and
KMZ files can be imported into Project File format.  Lo-
cal or Internet-based KML and KMZ files can also be
directly viewed and used in a variety of TNT processes.
KML/KMZ files are just one of many file types supported
for direct use (see the Technical Guide entitled System:
Direct Use of Geodata Files).

The ability to use KML/KMZ files directly as display lay-
ers allows you to view files

• received from others in combination with your pro-
prietary data,

• from a list of your My Maps names created and saved
as public maps in Google Maps,

• created in Google Earth with SketchUp,
• from any source in combination with WMS or ArcIMS

layers,

System

Landsat 742 10m false
color Internet tileset from
microimages.com

KML web layer showing route of
128-km bicycle race in Denmark

• from any source in combination with tilesets accessed
directly from the Internet, and

• supply KML/KMZ files to others with the TNT prod-
ucts for use in combination with any geodata acces-
sible to them (locally or over the Internet).

KML/KMZ files to be used in TNTmips can be on a lo-
cal drive (including local networked drives) or may be
located on the Internet.  Local files can be selected like
any object in Project File format, other file types supported
for direct use, or tilesets with local tileset description
(*.tsd) files using the Add Objects icon or any other
selection procedure in the TNT products.  KML/KMZ
files located on the Internet can be added
using the Add Web Layer icon in pro-
cesses that support web layers, which
include Display, Georeference, and Edit.

The KML layer consists of
map-pin point symbols
marking the ends of the
route and the route line.

In the illustration above, an
Internet KML layer is overlaid on
two web tileset layers (1 m) from
microimages.com and a local
global layer (500 m).  The higher
resolution of the web tileset layers
is apparent when you zoom in on
an area of overlap (left).
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